
 

high speed quickly yet remain steady as a rock, and 

had good visibility for the pilot.  His recommendation 

virtually decided the competition.  To achieve higher 

production rates, Fokker, the Albatross company, and 

the Allgemeine Elektrizitats Gesellschaft (A.E.G.) all 

built the D.VII.  By war's end in November 1918, these 

three companies had built more than 1,700 aircraft. 

The aircraft on display, (USAF Museum) a 

reproduction, is painted to represent the Fokker D.VII 

of Lt. Rudolph Stark, a squadron leader of Jasta 

(Fighter Squadron) 35b in October 1918.  It was placed 

on exhibit in May 1996. 

SPECIFICATIONS  

Span: 29 ft. 3.5 in.  

Length: 22 ft. 11.5 in.  

Height: 9 ft. 2.5 in.  

Weight: 1,540 lbs. empty/1,939 lbs. loaded  

Armament: Two 7.92 Spandau machine guns firing 

through the propeller. 

Engine: Mercedes 160 hp. or BMW 185 hp.  

Crew: One  

PERFORMANCE  

Max. speed: 120 mph/104 knots (Mercedes 

engine)/124 mph/107 knots (BMW engine)  

Service ceiling: 18,000 ft. (Mercedes engine)/21,000 

ft. (BMW engine) 

Let me finish up this month with “Murphy's Lesser 

Known Laws”  CB 

1. Light travels faster than sound.  This is why some 

people appear bright until you hear them speak. 

2. Change is inevitable, except from a vending 

machine. 

3. Those who live by the sword get shot by those who 

don't. 

4. Nothing is foolproof to a sufficiently talented fool. 

5. The 50-50-90 rule:  Anytime you have a 50-50 

chance of getting something right, there's a 90% 

probability you'll get it wrong. 

6. If you lined up all the cars in the world end to end, 

someone would be stupid enough to try to pass them, 

five or six at a time on a hill, in the fog, across the 

double yellow line, on a curve, with a phone in his ear 

while drinking a cup of coffee. 

7. The things that come to those who wait will be the 

scraggly junk left by those who got there first. 

8. The shin bone is a device for finding furniture in a 

dark room. 

9. A fine is a tax for doing wrong.  A tax is a fine for 

doing well. 

10. When you go into court, you are putting yourself 

into the hands of 12 people who weren't smart enough 

to get out of jury duty. 
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